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Take a ride down ‘The Sledding
Hill’ with Chris Crutcher

Chris Crutcher’s latest
novel – like his many others –
is an entertaining read filled
with compelling characters and
sticky issues. Unlike his other
books, The Sledding Hill has a
few gimmicks that make it a
completely different experi-
ence for Crutcher readers.

The first gimmick is one
you’ll recognize if you’ve read
The Lovely Bones. Billy,
Crutcher’s teenaged first-per-
son narrator, is dead. Crutcher
even acknowledges the fact
that he’s ripped off the idea by
name-checking Alice Sebold’s
best-seller in the midst of his
novel. 

Billy is “haunting” his (still
alive) best friend Eddie Proffit
in an attempt to help Eddie deal
with the recent loss of both his
father and best friend. Eddie
has a habit of saying way too
much of the wrong thing at the
wrong time, and the ephemeral
and newly-omniscient Billy is
hoping he can help Eddie with
that, too. 

But Eddie has decided to
stop talking altogether since his
father’s death. So it’s a good
thing he has the ghostly Billy
to talk to. If you’ve read any
other Chris Crutcher novels,
you can imagine the kinds of
issues and situations that got
Eddie chattering away before
his self-imposed silence and
that get him thinking furiously
a mile a minute during his non-

verbal stint. Add an opinionat-
ed and powerful minister/high
school teacher to Eddie’s
small-town community and
you’ve got the recipe for clas-
sic Crutcher clashes. 

Crutcher’s next gimmick
may be the most surprising for
long-time Crutcher fans.
Nowhere in the entire novel
will you find even the mildest
profanity or prurience. That’s
right: not a single swear word,
sex scene, or salacious image.
Maybe Crutcher was tired of
people criticizing his use of
authentic teenage voices.
Perhaps he had something to
prove, which would certainly
fit with the themes of this

novel. Maybe he
just needed to
show he could
write a terrific
story without the
“gimmick” of pep-
pering his prose
with naughty
words. He can.

Crutcher’s final
and most auda-
cious gimmick…
Well, if I told you,
it would simply
spoil the fun.
Suffice it to say
that I think this
novel is a lot better
if you’ve read
other Crutcher,
preferably lots of
it. And if you’ve
heard him speak or
met him in person,
that’s even better.

(For example, if you were one
of the lucky folks who heard
his 2003 ICTE conference
keynote address, that’s excel-
lent preparation for this book.)

This book is not my favorite
Chris Crutcher novel, and not
his best (and despite how
accessible and “clean” it is,
probably the last one I’d rec-
ommend to teen readers). But it
is undoubtedly unlike any of
his other books. Crutcher’s lat-
est is an intriguing treatise on
tolerance and censorship that,
like all Crutcher novels, will
have you reflecting on your
own experiences and question-
ing your own opinions. Find
time this summer for Chris
Crutcher’s The Sledding Hill.

GREGORY TAYLOR
TREASURER
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Evin Fox

President reflects on tenure

As my two-year tenure of
ICTE President draws to an
end, I’d like to share what
ICTE has come to mean to me
over the years.  I first became a
member because my mother
told me to join; that is the hon-
est truth.  My mother has
always believed in professional
development as an integral part
of anyone’s career.  Teachers
need it more than ever because
it gives them a way to connect.
So, in the fall of 1993, I duti-
fully paid my dues and went to
the ICTE conference during
October days.  I’ve never got-
ten so much from $35.00
before in my life.   

Belonging to ICTE is com-
forting.  ICTE validates my
reasons for joining the teaching
profession and my love for lit-
erature and writing, but most of
all it has given me a place to
talk about what I do.  Where
else can I go and talk about
books and writing in an atmos-
phere where everyone gets it?
Everyone gets the excitement
of hearing a kid read out loud
for the first time in class after
months of sulking and moaning
in his chair.  Everyone gets the
goose bumps that come after
reading an original poem from
a ninth grader.  Everyone gets

that even after reading
Tuesdays with Morrie out loud
to juniors for five years, you
can still cry like a baby when
Morrie dies.

Belonging to ICTE is ener-
gizing.  Every year I know that
I’m going to leave the confer-
ence with new ideas to revital-
ize my classroom.  I bring my
file folder full of incredible les-
sons back with me in hopes of
integrating at least one into my
year.  Even being in the library
now has not changed this.  In
Idaho Falls, I heard a great
presentation from a librarian
and I’m now trying to use her
ideas in my library.  Having
two days to hear all the excit-
ing and amazing things going
on in Idaho classrooms helps
get me through the fall.
October is the perfect time for
that jumpstart for the rest of the
year.

Belonging to ICTE is
empowering.  As ICTE presi-
dent, I have had the opportuni-
ty to travel to national confer-
ences that have shown me the
power of the classroom
teacher.  I have written letters
on behalf of our organization
and spoken with legislators
about the importance of read-
ing and writing in the class-
rooms.  Board members have
rallied for reinstatement of the
Direct Writing Assessment test
at the eleventh grade level and

have attended meetings for Pay
for Performance.  We are mak-
ing our profession known
across the state of Idaho.

Belonging to ICTE is
encouraging.  I have met the
most incredible people because
of my connections with ICTE.
The board members have
become lifelong friends and we
genuinely enjoy each other’s
company.  Conference is a time
to reconnect, talk, eat and
drink, and commune with one
another away from the stresses
of the classroom.  With the
addition of e-mail to our lives,
a word of encouragement is
just a click away and this helps
keep my colleagues from
across the state closer than
ever.

My two years as president
plus my previous years on the
board have given me so much.
I encourage you to count up
your ICTE blessings and share
them with others. Summer is
the perfect time to do just that.
It’s also the perfect time to plan
for October days in Twin Falls.
My last conference in Twin
Falls I was pregnant with my
first son (who will be entering
kindergarten in August), my
mother won the ICTE Teacher
of the Year Award, and I was
starting my first year at
Timberline High School.  What
will Twin Falls bring this time?

JONELLE WARNOCK
PRESIDENT

Letter from the president

Harste to speak at fall conference

Jerome Harste, distin-
guished professor at Indiana
University, Bloomington, in
the School of Education, will
be the keynote luncheon speak-
er at the ICTE conference in
Twin Falls, October 6-7. 

In addition to supervising
pre-intern and intern teachers,
Dr.  Harste is involved in many
areas of literacy ranging from
pre literacy to comprehension.

In addition to his teaching
responsibilities, Dr. Harste has
written many articles on the
topics of language and literacy.
Some of his titles are:
“Curriculum, multiple litera-
cies and democracy: What if
English/language arts teachers
really cared?” And “What do
we mean when we say we want
our children to be literate?
Balancing the literary curricu-
lum: A new vision.”

Dr. Harste has presented at
many national conferences, has
been involved in several out-

reach programs, and is respon-
sible for writing grants that
have funded projects that pro-
mote literacy.

He has received several
awards including the Lifetime
Achievement award, Whole
Language Umbrella
Conference of the National
Council of Teachers of English
(2000). 

We are very fortunate that
Dr. Harste’s schedule is free to
attend the Idaho Council of
Teacher’s of English confer-
ence in October. 

EVIN FOX
ELEMENTARY REPRESENTATIVE



Summer 2005 Landscapes Idaho Council of Teachers of English Page 3

Lessons Learned:
Poole reflects on the journey

I love to reminisce at the
end of the school year.  Taking
on a new teaching responsibili-
ty this year has allowed me a
different perspective on
teaching.  I moved from a
high school, teaching 11th
and 12th graders to a mid-
dle school, teaching 6th
and 8th graders.  Even
though the transition was
difficult, I am glad for the
opportunity.  Being in a
new setting and a new
teaching assignment has
given me an opportunity to
reflect on teaching itself.  I
thought I might share some
things that I learned from this
past year.  

Students, no matter what
age or school year, all want
acceptance.  Each of them,
deep inside wants a teacher to
value them.  In the English
teaching profession, we have a
unique opportunity to see stu-
dents, as other disciplines
don’t.  We are given a glimpse
into the heart and soul of each
student as they read, write, or
speak in our classrooms.  This
knowledge can aid us as teach-
ers to help our students individ-
ually through their life strug-
gles.  It makes us a partner with
our students in their learning

and growth.  We have the abil-
ity to uniquely affect their lives
by our interaction with them.

Writing is such an important
part of a student’s develop-
ment.  However, it is quickly
being superseded by a curricu-

lum that focuses on ISAT
preparation.  Gradually, we are
being forced to chose between
teaching skills for the ISAT
tests and teaching writing
skills.  Teaching writing skills
will pay huge benefits.
Students are better able to
develop their thinking skills,
articulate their ideas, and get in
touch with their own voices.
Writing is a skill that should
never bow to the pressure of
the ISAT or any other test.  It is
too important in developing
human identity.  I have a hor-
rific English teacher’s night-
mare.  I envision ten years from
now, a student graduating from
high school.  In my mind’s eye

I see this student applying for a
job and not being able to write
a coherent sentence.   I just
hope that this nightmare will
never become a reality.
Writing is a skill that all stu-
dents need.

Teaching language
arts/English is a jour-
ney.  This journey
begins each August and
concludes in May.  As
we set sail, little do we
realize where that jour-
ney will take us.
Sometimes, there will
be sorrow.  Sorrow for
students who chose not
to continue, sorrow for
lost life, and sorrow for

lost potential.  Sometimes,
there will be happiness.  Joy for
students who have succeeded,
for students who have grown,
and for their bright future.  The
only thing we have at the end
of this journey is the knowl-
edge and the friendships we
have gained during that school
year.  Realize however, that
each time a journey ends, there
is a new beginning.  There will
be another voyage, with a new
shipload of students.  There
will be future adventure and
future sorrow.  The journey
will begin again in the fall.
Ours is a unique opportunity of
renewal and growth.  Here’s to
the journey! 

JOHN POOLE
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE

REALIZE HOWEVER, THAT EACH
TIME A JOURNEY ENDS, THERE IS A
NEW BEGINNING.  THERE WILL BE
ANOTHER VOYAGE, WITH A NEW

SHIPLOAD OF STUDENTS.

““

Bedside
reading

Summer is always a good
time for teachers to read for
pleasure. Now that I

am a librarian, I have to use
the summer to keep up with the
kids.  When school starts in
August, kids will be in the
library wanting to talk about
all the summer reads and I’ll
have to be ready (J.K.
Rowling’s Harry Potter and
the Half-Blood Prince, Jenny
Nimmo’s Charlie Bone and
the Castle of Mirrors,
Christopher Paolini’s Eldest,
and Chris Crutcher’s The
Sledding Hill, to name a few).
Of course, there are books
other than young adult that
have been sitting by my bed-
side ready for me to read, so I
thought a new column in this
newsletter should be dedicated
to what is next to a teacher’s
bedside waiting to take us
away.  Please send your bed-
side reading to
j o n e l l e . w a r n o c k @ b o i s -
eschools.org and I’ll submit
them to each newsletter!!  It
will be a fun way to share
books across Idaho.

My bedside reading:
Zach’s Lie by Roland Smith

(Boise’s young adult Read
the Same book choice)

With No One as Witness by
Elizabeth George

The Piano Tuner by Daniel
Mason

Portnoy’s Complaint by Philip
Roth

Families First by Dr. Phil
Skinny Dip by Carl Hiassen
Crimson Petal and the White

by Michel Faber
The new Janet Evanovich

book when it comes out in
June

Plus all the Young Reader’s
Choice Award books (see
www.pnla.org) 

JONELLE WARNOCK
PRESIDENT

Get ready to jive in Jackpot

Save your nickels!  “Thursday Night Out in
Jackpot” is back for fall conference 2005.

Eight dollars will pay for a round-trip bus
fare, buffet dinner at Barton’s 93, and a
coupon book at the casino.

“It’s such a convenience to have them pick
us up and bring us home,” says event coordi-

nator Mary Lu Barry,
who teaches at Twin
Falls High School.

Thirty is the mini-
mum number needed for
the bus, but should more
sign up, two buses will
be provided.

Watch for details in the fall ICTE confer-
ence mailer, and start saving your nickels!

JANIS MOTTERN-HIGH
PAST PRESIDENT
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National Writing Project comes to Southern Idaho

The National Writing
Project is a nationwide profes-
sional development program
for teachers, begun in 1974 at
the University of California at
Berkeley.  The goal of the
NWP is to improve student
writing by improving the
teaching of writing.  There are
189 sites in the US, Puerto
Rico, Washington D.C. and the
US Virgin Islands.  Before
now, the closest writing project
sites to Southern Idaho were at
the University of Idaho and in
Utah.   According to Dr. Jeff
Wilhelm, director of the Boise
State Writing Project, the
Treasure Valley was the largest
geographic and demographic
area in the contiguous US with-
out a writing project site. 

That all changed when
Wilhelm came to Boise State.

Wilhelm, who was the
director of the Maine Writing
Project for 8 years, was a
Maryland Writing Project fel-
low in 1984.  During his inter-
view at Boise State, Wilhelm
stated his interest in starting a
site at BSU.  After he was
hired, Wilhelm immediately set
about putting this plan into
action.  Two years later,
Wilhelm had secured the grant
for the site, raised enough
money to pay for all of the par-
ticipants’ 6 BSU graduate cred-
its and publicized the program
so that 160 teachers were nom-
inated.  Sixty of these nomi-
nees interviewed in early April.
Of those 60, 25 were selected.
One of the directives of the

NWP is that the teachers repre-
sent diverse geographical
areas, grade levels and sub-
jects.  Teachers of many sub-
jects and grade levels from
Kimberly, Idaho Falls,
Pocatello, Boise, Mountain
Home, Kuna and Meridian
gathered at Boise State in May
for the pre-institute meeting of
the inaugural class of the
BSWP.  

What is unique about the
National Writing Project is its
focus on teachers as experts.  

Teachers benefit from
studying and conducting
research and developing their
own writing abilities.  BSWP
fellows create a learning auto-
biography that can take any
form that explores how each
individual learns.  They also
create and present a teaching

demonstration grounded in
their own practice that is
focused on getting fellow
teachers to reflect and integrate
thoughtful methodology.  A
creative piece, expository piece
and reflections based on course
reading and discussion are also
parts of the work done during
the institute.  A retreat in
McCall adds to the cama-
raderie that builds while work-
ing closely with other teachers.  

The end of the project marks
the beginning of the fellowship
year.  Teachers continue to par-
ticipate because the writing
project isn’t really a class; it’s a
fellowship in every sense of the
word.  Upon completion of the
project, teachers meet for a fall
follow-up and induct the new
fellows the following May.
Another requirement of partici-
pation is to lead one committee
and be on another to do with
initiatives aimed at the
improvement of literacy
instruction.   

The Boise State Writing
Project is going to benefit stu-
dents and teachers in Idaho.
Teachers interested in applying
for next year’s institute should
contact Jeff Wilhelm (jwil-
helm@boisestate.edu).  The
institute is invitation only, but
self nominations are encour-
aged.  This is a great opportuni-
ty to grow, reflect and build
relationships with other teach-
ers.  

This year’s institute ends
July 8 and while it will be good
to be finished with the work, it
will be hard to leave the daily
contact with our other “fel-
lows” behind.  

PAULA FISHER
PRESIDENT

Teachers become experts 

Heather Bauer, Paula Fisher, Debbie Thompson, Becky Morgan
and Beth Mills at BSWP retreat in McCall.  

Dr. Jeff Wilhelm addresses the fellows before we depart to
McCall.  

Write for
Landscapes !

SUBMIT LESSON PLANS, TEACHING EPIPHANIES AND EXPERIENCES, 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES, OR YOUR RECOMMENDED
READING LISTS!
SEND ARTICLES TO BRANDON BOLYARD AT BJBOLYARD@MSN.COM.
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‘Words don’t mean; people do’

The day my seniors turn in
their Essays of Definition is
always one of the high points
of my teaching year; I’m not
used to hearing such favorable
comments about essays for
Senior English. They thought it
was “cool”; a “fun essay to
write”; “we should do more of
these”; “listen to my conclu-
sion”; “you won’t believe the
origin of this word”, etc.
There’s a buzz of excitement
around the room before we
share parts or all of these
essays in circle during each
class period. I’ve taken the
assignment from Writers Inc

(363-364) and assign this essay
while we are reading the mem-
oir Night by Elie Wiesel. You
could adapt this essay to any
piece of literature or just as an
essay of word study, etymolo-
gy, context clues or connota-
tions. It works very well with
Night because the word bank is
so very ordinary on the surface,
yet so powerful and extraordi-
nary in the context of the
Holocaust.

The assignment is to write a
one-page extended definition
(minimum five paragraphs) of
a term or concept from Night
that means different things to
different people. (I offer a word
bank from which they may
choose: bowl, resistance, selec-

tion, liberation, illusion, sepa-
ration, final solution, etc., or
they may choose their own
word). In developing their def-
inition, they should try to
include the following: diction-
ary definitions, thesaurus
entries, other reference books,
personal definitions, negative
definitions (telling what it is
not), etymology, explanations,
comparisons, quotations from
the book, and so on. The
arrangement of details is up to
the individual student; they
could begin with a dictionary
definition and end with a nega-
tive definition or they could
begin with a quotation from the
book and end with a personal
definition; the choice is theirs. 

In addition, they need to
provide a Works Cited page to
cite any sources used – a great
review of the research skills
they studied earlier. 

In their journal reflections
about the definition essay, most
students enjoyed writing it for
the following reasons: “one
word; only one page; easy to
organize; numerous sources to
consult; and the ‘aha moment’:
the disparity between the dic-
tionary definition and the con-
textual definition.” Whatever
the reason, it’s a very reward-
ing assignment that the stu-
dents took seriously and truly
put forth their best effort; it was
a great writing assignment to
end the school year.  

Students enjoy writing an essay of definition
ANN MCMASTER

NCTE/INLAND LIASON

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Colleague comments on puppets

Dear Editor,
I was very impressed with Mr.

Bolyard’s article about his puppet
shows. They were just as wonderful
as he described them.  His students
were unbelievably creative in their
paraphrasing, as well as in their pup-
peteering.  They had fantastic
scenery and special effects.  There
was a cardboard box castle for black
rap stars Antigone and Ismene, a
complete sound system so Darth
Creon could hiss out his lines and
Yoda (Teiresias) could dialogue in
reverse subject/verb order.  The
music of the galaxy set the ominous
tone.  Without a doubt, the Force
was strong that day.    

In fact, the Force was so strong
that my class, who was doing puppet
shows with Mr. Bolyard’s, was
totally decimated.  They had no
boxes, no sound systems, no Darths
and no Yodas.  Perhaps it was
because none of my students own,
or could scrounge up, a Sesame
Street puppet (or a sock puppet for
that matter) that they just couldn’t

get into it. They dejectedly stood
and read their unparaphrased lines
(which I told them not to do) with
their itty bitty popsicle stick puppets
and their unprepared, pathetic paper
sack puppets.  It was truly a sad day
for them, and for me.

However, I am prepared for this
assignment next year.  During regis-
tration, I interviewed incoming
sophomores, and found out just who
were, and who weren’t, owners of
Sesame Street puppets and/or sock
puppets.  I then marched into Mr.
Golden’s office and informed him
that all of the puppet owners could
no longer be in Mr. Bolyard’s class.
He heartily agreed!  This fall, Mr.
Bolyard will be sad to note, that all
the potential puppeteers are regis-
tered in MY classes.  So, watch out
Mr. Bolyard.  When we do this
assignment again next year, my stu-
dents will “clean your [student’s]
cronomoters” (Star Trek VI).

Sincerely,
Debra. Kemper
Twin Falls High School
English 10 and Creative Writing

Interested in ICTE?

If you are interested in the
ICTE Board and would like
more information on how to
get involved, please e-mail
Jonelle Warnock at
j o n e l l e . w a r n o c k @ b o i s -
eschools.org.  

There are changing posi-
tions each year and there might be a spot available
for you.  The ICTE Board meets three times a year
to discuss issues prevalent to language arts teachers.
The Board helps plan conferences and creates ways
to keep Idaho language arts teachers connected.

On the ballot:
The following people will be on the ballot for

board positions at the ICTE fall coference in Twin
Falls:

President-elect - Katie Sparhawk
Treasurer - Blas Telleria, Jr.
Membership - Laura Gilchrist
Secretary - Jonelle Warnock
Any other nominations should be sent to Jonelle

Warnock in order to be placed on the ballot in time
for the conference.

JONELLE WARNOCK
PRESIDENT
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challenges  character  climax  conflict  creation  crayon  courage  canon  care 
capitalization censorship  chapter  citation  coach  cognate  coherent 
comedy  committment   composition   conversation  couplet   cursive criticismChange
Idaho Council of Teachers of English Fall Conference
October 6-7, 2005 Twin Falls, Idaho

“We change ourselves. Then others see the light within our soul.”
Camron Wright

Plan  now  to
present  or

attend!

Who:
All language arts
teachers from the
elementary, second-
ary, and collegiate
are encouraged to
attend.

What:
The annual fall 
conference spon-
sored by the Idaho
Council of Teachers
of English featuring
Camron Wright, Ben
Mikaelsen, and
Jerome Harste as
well as workshops
by teachers through-
out Idaho

Relax with splendid summer stories

Summer is my favorite time
of year for one simple reason—
I finally have a chance to read
all the books I’ve been piling
up throughout the school year.
While I enjoy reading classics
and the latest New York Times
Best Sellers, I must admit I
spend most of my time reading
young adult novels recom-
mended to me by my students.
Nine times out of ten, if a stu-
dent loves a book enough to
tell me about, it’s a winner! 

As educators we have a
responsibility to promote liter-
acy and encourage our students

on their way to becoming life-
long learners. Most of what our
students read falls into the cat-
egory of young adult literature.
Clearly, we are better able to
encourage our students to read
for learning and enjoyment,
when we know what is avail-
able to them.  

Summer is the perfect time
to arm ourselves with new
books to suggest or to reread
timeless classics that will
always be worthy of recom-
mendation. Following is a list
of some of my favorite books
for young adult readers. Take a
break this summer and try one! 

Suggested reading:
Esperanza Rising by Pam

Munoz Ryan

Harry Potter Series J.K.
Rowling (You know Harry
Potter and the Half-Blood
Prince will be the talk of the
school in the fall!)

House of the Scorpion by
Nancy Farmer

Jacob Have I Loved by
Katherine Patterson

A Long Way from Chicago by
Richard Peck

The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
The Perilous Gard by

Elizabeth Marie Pope
Sisterhood of the Traveling

Pants Series by Ann
Brashares

Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes
by Chris Crutcher

Speak by Laurie Halse
Anderson

KATIE SPARHAWK
VICE PRESIDENT MEMBERSHIP

Where:
The conference will
be held at Vera C.
O’Leary Junior High
in Twin Falls, Idaho,
and the conference
hotel will be the
Shilo Inn.

When:
October 6 - 7, 2005 
(during the state’s in-
service days)

Why:
The conference acts
as professional
development and a
great chance to learn
from colleagues.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN PRESENTING AT THE
CONFERENCE, COMPLETE THE ENCLOSED FORM AND SEND IT TO BRANDON BOLYARD BY

JULY 31.
LOOK FOR THE CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FLYER LATER THIS SUMMER OR EARLY FALL!
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Minutes:

ICTE Board of Directors Meeting - May 21, 2005
May 21, 2005 
Minutes of the ICTE

Board Meeting—The ICTE
Board of Directors convened at
11:30 AM at Senor Caesar’s
Royal Restaurant in Twin Falls.
President Jonelle Warnock
called the meeting to order.
The following members were
present:  Jonelle Warnock,
Paula Fisher, Gregory Taylor,
Katie Sparhawk, Evin Fox,
Barbara Olic-Hamilton, Tami
Mahlke, Ann McMaster, Laura
Gilchrist, Brandon Bolyard,
Janis Mottern-High, Amy
Bowie, John Poole, Gail
Rochelle, and Blas Telleria, Jr.
Excused:  Bruce Robbins and
Kristie N. Scott.   

Minutes of February
meeting—Janis moved and
Paula seconded accepting the
minutes.  Board approved.  

Treasurer’s report:
Gregory

Gregory corrected the bal-
ance on the treasurer’s report
given to the board at the
February board meeting.
Instead of $3,022.27, it should
have been $2,722.27.  The
math was correct but the total
was really $300 less than
reported.  The current checking
balance is $2,241.02.  

The cost of the February
board meeting was $1,111.25
for mileage, lunch and tip.
However, the cost for today’s
board meeting will be approxi-
mately $364 less because the
board voted to change the mul-
tiplier for mileage from .325 to
.2.  

Gregory transferred $700
from savings because the
InLand bill should be arriving
soon, and it will be about
$1,500.  Without transferring
those funds, Gregory wouldn’t
be able to pay for today’s board
meeting and InLand.  The cur-
rent savings balance is
$3,593.82, which is okay.
However, money from savings
can’t continue being to be
transferred on a regular basis to

cover the cost of InLand. 
At this time, no additional

money needs to be moved to
seed the fall conference
because of the grant money
that Tami, Brandon and Evin
secured for the conference.
Gregory noted that the finances
are still recovering.  We’ve
done nothing wrong.  The last
three conferences have been
successful ones that made
money.  

Paula moved and Brandon
seconded accepting the treasur-
er’s report.  Board approved.  

The board thanked Gregory
for serving as its treasurer.  The
position of treasurer is transi-
tioning from Gregory to Blas
Telleria, Jr. Gregory has gone
through the books with Blas,
and the official bank records
have been changed to Blas’s
name.  The switch was done
now because it’s easier to do
now instead of at conference
time.   

Membership:  Katie
One new member was

added for a total of 185 mem-
bers.  Katie will send labels to
Brandon for conference.  She
will also email her data bases to
both Brandon and Gail.

NCTE Report:  Ann
Ann will fill out the NCTE

report in July, which will
include a list of our goals for
the affiliate for the coming
year.  The board identified the
following goals:  encouraging
membership, creating an ideas
book to raise funds, additional
fundraising, and targeting ele-
mentary teachers for this fall
conference.    

InLand Report:  Ann
Nothing to report.  The fall

issue’s theme will be diversity.
The Spring/Summer issue will
be out soon.  

Newsletter:  Brandon
The board thanked Brandon

for another great issue.  The
deadline for submitting articles
for the next issue is July 1st.
Brandon requested more lesson

plan ideas.  Jonelle forcefully
reminded the board that each
board member is responsible
for submitting an article for
each issue of the newsletter.
Send it to Brandon by July 1st
at:  bjbolyard@msn.com.      

Fall Conference 2005:
Tami, Brandon and Evin 

Tami is now working with
$5,000 in grant money from the
Idaho Humanities Council.
The money will cover the fees
for Ben Mikaelsen and Camron
Wright.  Ben Mikaelsen will do
a community presentation and
a writer’s workshop in a local
school on Wednesday, October
5th as part of the IHC grant.  

Rooms have been reserved
for conference attendees at the
Shiloh Inn at the rate of $79.00
per night.  This includes break-
fast at Perkins next door.  

A local caterer will do the
luncheon for $7.00.  She will
also do coffee and goodies for
$4.00.  The total food cost will
be $11.00 per person per day.  

Tami is looking into a
speaker from Colorado that
some members heard at the
National Reading Conference
this year.  She would be the
luncheon speaker, and she
would only charge for lodging
and travel costs.  

Evin will try to find an
NCTE speaker who hasn’t
been booked yet.

Brandon passed out the call
for proposals for board mem-
bers to distribute at their
schools.  There are three possi-
ble lengths for presentations:
10, 50 or 100 minutes.  The 10-
minute presentations are new.
They will be presented in a
roundtable format.   Proposals
are due to Brandon by July
31st. 

NNU credit will be avail-
able.  A trip to Jackpot will be
included as part of the confer-
ence.  Registration forms will
be sent to individual schools by
the first or second week of
school. 

Fall Conference 2006:
Paula and Laura

Paula and Laura are getting
committees formed.  Paula has
reserved Capital High School
in Boise for this conference.
She will start working on grant
writing this summer.  Taylor
Mali of Slamnation Poetry has
agreed to come if funding can
be found.  Paula is also looking
at bringing Kyleen Byers as a
speaker on teaching reading
across the content areas.   

Fall Conference 2007:
Jonelle

The question is where to
hold this conference.  We’d like
to return to Ketchum, but Deb
Straiton is going off the board,
and she’s our only contact in
that area.  Gail offered to
organize it if she had a local
contact person.  Jonelle sug-
gested looking at McCall
instead of Ketchum.  We need
to decide on a place for the
2007 conference at our next
board meeting in October. 

Response to NCLB Letter:
Jonelle

Jonelle received a response
from Senator Craig but not
from Governor Kempthorne.  

Ideas Booklet:  Bruce
Bruce still needs lessons.

He didn’t get any additional
lessons, so he decided to wait
until fall conference.
Presenters will be asked for a
copy of their presentations and
for permission to use it in an
ICTE ideas booklet.  This
booklet will be printed and
ready for sale at the 2006 fall
conference.

Please see PAGE 8 for the
rest of the minutes.
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Board
Position Changes:  Jonelle
On the ballot at fall confer-

ence will be the following:  
P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t — K a t i e
Sparhawk
Treasurer—Blas Telleria, Jr.
Membership—Laura Gilchrist
Secretary—Jonelle Warnock

Brandon suggested that he
write a short article for the
newsletter soliciting nomina-
tions for these four elected
offices.  

Jonelle asked the board to
vote on appointing Gregory
Taylor as Boise Regional
Representative and Janis
Mottern-High as Twin Falls
Regional Representative.
Paula moved and Barbara sec-
onded it.  Board approved
appointments.  

New Business:  
Affiliate Leadership

Meeting in South Carolina:
Jonelle

The board decided that it is

too expensive to send a repre-
sentative to this meeting at this
time.  Given our financial situ-
ation it would be fiscally irre-
sponsible to do so.  NCTE
offered to help pay expenses;
however, even with their level
of support it is too expensive.
Treasurer concurred. 

Laura moved and Janis sec-
onded a motion that we not
send a representative.  Motion
carried. 

Scholarships at
Conference 2005:  Jonelle

There will be no student
scholarship at this fall’s confer-
ence.  There will be a teacher
scholarship awarded, however.
In 2006 a student scholarship
will be awarded. 

NCTE Literary Magazine
Awards:  Jonelle

Laura will chair the affiliate
committee for this award.  She
will send out information to all
board members so they can

pass it on to the appropriate
person in their schools.  

State Department of
Education:  Gail 

As discussed in the local
papers, the ISAT independent
review shows that ISAT is out
of alignment with the
Language Arts Standards for
the state.  Least in alignment is
language usage.  The State
Board of Education is sched-
uled to address this issue at
their June board meeting.  

Gail stated that the SDE
supports the reinstatement of
the DWA at the eleventh grade.
She doesn’t know if this will
actually happen.   There was a
shortage of teachers scoring
this year’s 7th and 9th grade
DWAs, but Gail is working to
solve this problem for next
year. 

This is a literature adoption
year, so there will be 6-12th
grade adoption committees
working in June.  

Gail is interested in crossing
content area lines.  For exam-
ple, she’s presented at the
Professional Technical
Educators Conference and has
spoken on teaching writing in
classes such as welding. 

Pay for Performance:  
Jonelle has been attending

committee meetings on this
issue.  The State Board com-
mittee will probably meet
monthly in order to have a pro-
posal ready for the next legisla-
tive session.  Twelve districts
say they are interested, but no
district has been openly named.
Jonelle predicts that the prob-
lem will end up to be funding.  

Next Meeting:
The next board meeting will

be held during fall conference
in Twin Falls.    

Meeting was moved to
adjourn by Tami with a second
from Laura.  Board approved.

Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Olic-Hamilton 

Continued from page 7
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